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A1

General

“Advocacy is an activity by an individual or group that aims to influence decisions within political,
economic and social institutions. Advocacy includes activities and publications to influence public policy,
laws and budgets by using facts, their relationships, the media, and messaging to educate government
officials and the public. Advocacy can include many activities that a person or organization undertakes
including media campaigns, public speaking, commissioning and publishing research.” (Wikipedia)
A series of actions can be taken and issues highlighted to change the policy from “ as it is” to “ as it
should be.” The actions may take the form of :










Providing information to inform or persuade the public in regard to public policy as long as it is
truthful, accurate and not misleading
Research, into public policy, distribute the research and discuss the research and findings with
the media and others as seen fit
Disseminating opinions, on matters related to their charitable purposes when participating in
the development of public policy, as long as the opinion is drawn on research or evidence.
Advocacy, to retain, oppose, or change a law, policy or decision of any level of government in
Canada or foreign country
Mobilize others by calling upon supporters or public to contact elected officials, public officials,
political parties, to express support or opposition to a particular law, policy or decision taken
Representations in writing or verbally to officials and appear at parliamentary committees to
bring their views to the public policy development process
Providing forums and convening discussions by inviting competing candidates and political
representatives to speak at an event to discuss public policy as it relates to the charity’s
purpose
Communicating on social media by expressing views and offer opportunity for others to express
their views in regard to public policy, on social media or elsewhere

A2 GOC Guidance Reference Number CG-027
On November 27, 2020 CRA issued guidance that replaced Policy statement CPS-022 regarding political
activities as they pertain to a registered charity. Under the Income Tax Act, a registered charity may
now engage in activities including public policy dialogue and development activities (PPDDA) that
further a charitable purpose. PPDDAs generally involve seeking to influence the laws, policies, or

decisions of government, whether in Canada or a foreign country as long as the charity’s PPDDA’s are
carried on in furtherance of its stated charitable purpose(s)
A3 HHLT will advocate on an issue under the following conditions:











We will follow all CRA guidelines (Government of Canada, Public Policy dialogue and
development activities by charities, Reference number CG-027) when conducting advocacy
activities including refraining from offering support or opposition to political candidates or
parties
We will always endeavor to move policy dialogue forward in a constructive manner (we can be
critical but will not create an obstruction)
We will endeavor to be evidence and research based whenever possible
We will focus our advocacy efforts on policies and issues within and related to Canada
All advocacy efforts will be conducted in the public realm with public knowledge
All advocacy efforts will be conducted with board approval and if approved will become the
position of HHLT
No one individual board member or employee may advocate in HHLT’s name without approval
from the board
Any costs related to advocacy efforts will be pre-determined and agreed to by the board
HHLT will only advocate on issues that furthers our own charitable purpose

A3: Membership notification
HHLT will notify our members of this policy and CRA Guideline CG-027 and our AGM in June 2021.
Thereafter we will inform our membership of our advocacy activities through direct communication and
public media or social networking
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