














How to Manage Your Wetland Wisely 
 

 

Do Don’t 
 

 Maintain a natural vegetative buffer of 
at least 30 m (100 ft) around your 
wetland. 
 

 Plant native trees, shrubs, grasses and 
flowers to restore or enhance your 
wetland buffer. 

 
 Keep livestock away from your 

wetland. 
 
 Monitor your wetland for invasive 

species and take action to remove as 
soon as possible. 

 
 Consider using beaver “bafflers” to 

mitigate flooding instead of trapping 
beavers. 

 
 Avoid placing a trail for off-road 

vehicles through a wetland or its 
adjacent vegetative buffer. 
 

 If a crossing through a wetland is 
required, build an elevated boardwalk 
or bridge. 
 

 Seek expert advice on how and when 
to harvest lumber in a treed swamp 
 

 Consider wearing a bug jacket or 
applying liquid insect repellent to keep 
toxic chemicals from being sprayed 
into your wetland. 
 

 Consider applying for a grant to 
restore a natural vegetative buffer or 
remove invasive species 
 

 Consider benefitting from a tax 
incentive program in recognition of 
your good stewardship 
 

 Enjoy your wetland  

 
 Fill in your wetland. 
 
 Drain your wetland. 

  
 Alter the flow of water in your 

wetland. 
 

 Drive or cycle over a wetland, even if 
it appears to be dry. 

 
 Dump contaminants near or in your 

wetland. 
 

 Use fertilizers, pesticides or herbicides 
near your wetland. 

 
 Use insect repellent that is toxic to 

aquatic species. 
 

 Create a trail for off-road vehicles 
through a wetland or its adjacent 
vegetative buffer. 
 

 Dump leaves or other garden waste in 
your wetland. 
 

 Remove standing dead trees from your 
wetland as they provide good habitat 
for wildlife. 
 

 Use mosquito magnets because they 
emit carbon dioxide to attract and kill 
mosquitoes.  Though a nuisance to 
people, many birds and bats rely on a 
steady diet of mosquitoes.  
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