
Then … A Brief History of The Land
During the mid-nineteenth 
century the forests in 
this area were logged by 
Mossom Boyd, a timber 
baron from Bobcaygeon. 
The logging trade used the 
Burnt River, which flows 
through Dahl Forest, to transport timber to the mill. 
Dahl Forest is located in what was formerly called Snowdon 
Township, which was originally surveyed for settlement by 
M. Deane P.L.S. in 1859.

William Dahl bought the property in the early 1950s:
hundreds of acres of barren, sandy fields, abandoned 
farmland with depleted soil, crisscrossed with collapsed 
barbed wire fences, brush, rock and open gravel pits. In the 
years following, the Dahl family transformed the property 
by planting over 120,000 trees – Red and White Pine, 
White Spruce and Larch – covering about 40 per cent of 
the property. The remaining acreage was left to regenerate 
naturally and has returned to wilderness.  
     In 2009, the Dahl family, under Environment Canada’s 
Ecological Gifts Program, donated the property to the 
Haliburton Highlands Land Trust.  

Now … A Rich Tapestry 
of Habitats, Flora & Fauna 
Dahl Forest is a nature reserve of 
approximately 500 acres (202 hectares) 
that straddles 2.7 km of the Burnt River.  
Its ecological significance is evident in the 
rich diversity of its habitats, flora and fauna. 
     It is home to many species representative of the County 
of Haliburton. Visitors can often find evidence of moose and 
deer, hear the tapping of Pileated Woodpeckers and the 
drumming of Ruffed Grouse.   
     However Dahl Forest also provides habitat for a number of 
rare and at risk species, both locally and provincially. In 2011, 
the Common Sanddragon, one of the rarest dragonflies in 
Canada, was found at Dahl Forest. Turtlehead, Blue Vervain 
and Swamp Milkweed, all uncommon in the County of 
Haliburton, can be found along parts of the shoreline of the 
Burnt River within the property. 

The Future … 
Conservation Planning in Action

The Dahl family were excellent stewards of the land, and 
the Land Trust is honoured to continue this stewardship.  
      To promote water quality 
along the Burnt River, a 120m 
riparian buffer has been 
established to help safeguard 
the river from sediments and 
contaminants associated with 
runoff. It will also provide a natural 
forested corridor adjacent to the river, 
providing wildlife with covered access to 
the river as well as full access through 
the property. 
      By allowing plantations to move 
from single tree species crops to forests with a multitude of 
species of all ages, the Land Trust is increasing biodiversity 
at Dahl Forest.
      Keeping open areas cleared maintains habitat for 
those species that thrive in sunny locations. 
     Regular monitoring of the property helps ensure the 
vitality of the forest by keeping an eye on the health of the 
trees and watching out for the presence of invasive species.  
      Signing and maintaining trails has allowed the public 
to enjoy a variety of healthy activities in a natural setting.  
It has also provided opportunities for the Land Trust to 
hold a number of educational events that encourage 
nature appreciation and conservation. 

Welcome & Enjoy! 
When visiting, remember you are exploring a unique 
nature reserve. 
      Non-motorized activities such 
as hiking, cross-country skiing, 
snowshoeing and birding are 
permitted. 
      Please keep to the signed 
trails and refer to Rules of Use and 
Enjoyment inside this brochure and on the trailhead. 

Take only pictures – leave only footprints. 

Get Involved – Get Invested! 

How YOU Can Help the Land Trust: 
Become a member today! 

Your support helps the Land Trust to: 
• Protect the land we love for future generations
• Develop and manage innovative approaches to land

and water conservation
• Play a part in safeguarding the health and beauty

of Haliburton County’s natural environment
• Provide unique educational programs and experiences
• Promote the significant economic value of the

environment of Haliburton County

Member Benefits: 
• Join in healthy outdoor activities and nature educational

events
• Participate in land conservation projects
• Be part of a property management team
• Take pride and ownership as the future of special

natural areas are protected and secured

Get more information and join online at  
www.haliburtonlandtrust.ca (or call 705-457-3700). 

Adopt an Acre of Dahl Forest 
Seventy years ago, Dahl Forest was abandoned farmland. 
Now it’s a thriving nature reserve.  

Help the Haliburton Highlands Land Trust keep it that way 
by securing an acre of land for just $50. Half an acre $25.  

Make Dahl Forest a part of your tomorrow 
at www.haliburtonlandtrust.ca.
or mail your cheque to P.O. Box 1478, 
739 Mountain Street, Haliburton, ON  K0M 1S0 

Call 705-457-3700

www.haliburtonlandtrust.ca
Photography: Peter Dahl, Paul Heaven, Briar Howes, Janis Parker, 
Corey Pietryzyn and Ganaraska & Rice Lake Plains Joint Initiative Partners
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Dahl Forest is owned and managed by 
the Haliburton Highlands Land Trust 
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This map uses the Ontario Base Map data and is illustrative only. Do not rely on it as
being a precise indicator of routes, locations of features, nor as a guide for navigation.
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Forested

Wetland

Open Area

Trail Area

Preservation Area

• All dogs must be leashed. Please clean up after them
• The property and trails are for day use only.
• Overnight camping, fires, motorized vehicles and hunting are prohibited.
• Please do not harvest, harm or harass flora and fauna.
• There are private residence buildings on the property. Please take care to avoid
disturbing people or property. Use of the bridge is prohibited.

Dahl
Forest

Haliburton
Highlands
Land Trust

Owned and managed by the

Rules of Use and Enjoyment

Enjoy your visit to Dahl Forest. 

Please follow the rules of use
below to preserve the 
property's ecosystems and 
ensure the safety of all visitors.

Dahl Forest Trails
Red Squirrel Creek Trail

Old Farmstead Trail

Black Rock Rapids Trail

Big Bend Trail Loop

Ridge Trail Loop

North Road Trail

River View Trail

Haliburton Highlands Land Trust
PO Box 792
Minden, ON

K0M 2K0
info@haliburtonlandtrust.ca
www.haliburtonlandtrust.ca

Donations welcome!

This map uses the Ontario Base Map data and is illustrative only. Do not rely on it as
being a precise indicator of routes, locations of features, nor as a guide for navigation.
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