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Haliburton Highlands Land Trust

The Haliburton Highlands Land Trust
Who Are We?
The Haliburton Highlands Land Trust (HHLT) is a not-for-profit organization that strives to protect, conserve,
and maintain the biodiversity of Haliburton County for future generations. It is one of over 30 land trusts in
Ontario. Being largely a volunteer driven charitable organization, it relies heavily on donations, memberships,
and project sponsorships for funding. To date, it has enjoyed successful partnerships at a variety of levels,
from community members and businesses, to the different tiers of government. HHLT currently owns and
manages five properties across the county. Two of these properties welcome Haliburton Highland residents
and visitors alike and provide the opportunity to experience and enjoy nature through passive, outdoor
recreational pursuits. Every one of these properties allows the HHLT to achieve its three-pronged goal of
conservation, research, and environmental education.

A Commitment to Protecting Biodiversity
The Land Trust’s mission is to protect the natural heritage of Haliburton County for future generations. This
commitment includes protecting and maintaining biodiversity, especially for local Species at Risk such as the
Eastern Whip-poor-will. Education is a key element to understanding the importance of biodiversity, not only
the commoner species that reside in the Highlands, but also those that are struggling to survive and what can
be done do to help them. The Land Trust runs various research projects with universities and colleges that
help educate the students and assist them with ongoing educational resources. Through presentations,
publications, and stewardship guidance, it provides environmental support to the community.

Get Informed, Become Involved, and Be Invested
You can support the goals of the HHLT through several means: membership, donations, or special occasion
gifts.


By becoming a member, you take a direct role in protecting the natural and cultural heritage of our
community by providing the HHLT with a dependable source of funding. This allows our organization to
engage in new projects and to develop innovative approaches to land and water conservation,
environmental education, healthy outdoor living, and nature appreciation.



The HHLT gladly accepts monetary donations or gifts-in-kind from individuals, families, businesses,
charities, not-for-profit and corporate organizations. Charitable tax receipts are issued for any
donations or gifts-in-kind.



You could also consider adopting an acre from one of our nature reserves as a special gift for that
nature lover you know. Personalized certificates are issued with these donations, and you can choose
your acre specifically by visiting our office in Haliburton.



For more information, visit our website at www.haliburtonlandtrust.ca
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Eastern Whip-poor-will - Best Management Practices for Haliburton
County Landowners
Introduction
The Eastern Whip-poor-will is an iconic nocturnal creature, best known for its loud, incessantly repeated “whippoor-will” song. It is a medium sized bird, slightly larger than a robin, and bears a mottled brown, gray, and
white plumage, allowing it to camouflage perfectly with leaf litter on the forest floor. By day, Whip-poor-wills sit
motionless on the ground or on a low perch, blending perfectly with their surroundings. As evening
approaches, they become active, spending time catching aerial insects such as moths and large beetles. They
are visual hunters, sallying for flying prey from the ground or low perches.
In Canada, Whip-poor-wills breed from Saskatchewan, through Ontario, to Nova Scotia. They are migratory,
and journey to the Gulf Coast, Mexico, and Central America during the winter months. In Ontario, they are
associated with large tracts of forest, but require edges and openings for nesting and feeding. In Haliburton
County, they are most frequently encountered on rocky barrens, where a natural mosaic of forest cover, sparse
openings, and brushy edges exist. They normally lay 2 eggs directly on the ground in leaf litter. The breeding
season in Haliburton County occurs from roughly mid-May to mid-August.
Eastern Whip-poor-wills are a threatened species in Ontario and Canada. It have shown a significant decline in
the past 50 years throughout its range. Although still unclear, these losses have been attributed to several
factors including habitat loss (due to development or degradation, forest maturation, and suppression of natural
fires), a decline in aerial insects (possibly due to pesticide use and/or timing of insect emergence with a
changing climate), and destruction or alteration of wintering grounds. Like many other early successional
species, the Eastern Whip-poor-will likely benefited from extensive, local land clearing for agriculture in the 19th
and early 20th centuries.

Enhancing Habitat for Breeding
 Avoid any habitat management during the breeding
season between mid-May and mid-August;
 Focus on drier upland areas where the soil is
sandy or gravelly;
 Focus on managing forest cover adjacent to large
open spaces such as fields, rights-of-way, wetlands,
and clearings;
 Forest thinning by opening the canopy using
selective cutting practices is most appropriate;

Prime Whip-poor-will habitat in Haliburton County.

 Removing up to 50% of tree cover along forest
edges will initiate secondary growth preferred by Whippoor-wills. This 50% guideline should occur along a
narrow band, no greater than 30 m into the interior of a
forest;



Tree removal should occur in a non-uniform manner, leaving varying densities of cover;



Selectively remove trees of any diameter, to purposefully create an uneven-aged stand;



Exclude cattle from wooded areas;



Be sure to leave some closed canopy forest intact.

Enhancing Habitat for Foraging


Create or leave hedgerows and tree lines between fields;



Maintain open areas and clearings;



Leave some brush piles or scattered trees in open areas for hunting perches.

Improving Food Supply


Protect wetlands on your property as they are a
rich source of food for Whip-poor-wills;



Reduce or eliminate use of pesticides.

Be Alert and Proactive Toward Invasives



Familiarize yourself with some of the more harmful
invasives that might be in your area;

Wetlands provide foraging areas

If you see or suspect invasives, take action immediately to reduce long term impacts.

Reduce Opportunities for Predators


Keep cats indoors and dogs on a leash when outside. This practice is safer and healthier for your
pets, and much more beneficial for ground nesting birds such as the Whip-poor-will;



Maintain a clean property by reducing trash or feeding/sheltering opportunities for scavenging
predators (e.g., enclose compost piles, baffle or hang bird feeding stations so they become
inaccessible to raccoons, skunks, etc.)

Lower Impacts of Off-Road Vehicles


Remain on existing roads and trails;



Respect wetlands and the immeasurable services they provide;



Clean ORVs frequently to reduce the spread of invasives;



Ride slowly to minimize disturbance.

For more detailed information about Best Management Practices for Eastern Whip-poor-will, please visit
our website, or contact us at:
Haliburton Highlands Land Trust
739 Mountain Street
P.O. Box 1478
Haliburton, ON K0M 1S0

Email: admin@haliburtonlandtrust.ca

Telephone: 705-457-3700

Website: https://www.haliburtonlandtrust.ca/

